
Policy Objective

Scoring system. The effect of implementing the IFM 

practice over the accepted standard practice as defined by 

robust farm typologies is given a rating to reflect the effect 

on the policy objective. 0 for a very small or no effect, 1 for 

a small effect, 2 for a medium effect and 3 for a large effect.  

Positive values indicate a beneficial effect, negative values 

indicate a negative effect.

A shaded cell indicates a largely insignificant interaction 

between the farm practice and policy objective (as opposed 

to a 0 score).  Therefore, blank/unshaded cells indicate a 

knowledge gap.
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Farming practice

1. Animal Health

High standards of biosecurity -1 -1 1 2 2 2 -2 -1 2 2 1 2 3 3 3 1 2 1 1 2 3 -2 -1 1
High health status, low mortality -1 1 1 3 1 2 2 1 3 3 3 3 1 3 3 1 3 3 0 1
Use of prophylactics (vaccines, dips etc.) and medications 1 2 -1 -1 0 1 1 3 1 3 2 1 2 2 1 2 3 -1 
Active use of farm health plans 2 3 3 2 2 2 2
Prompt use of veterinary services 2 2 3 3 3 2 2
Routine use of other health services (e.g. foot trimmers) 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1
Carcass disposal via approved on-site incinerator -2 -1 1 -2 -1 -2 -1 2 1 2 3 -1 0 0 0 1 -1 
Carcass disposal via approved off-site methods 1 -1 1 -1 -1 2 -1 1 0 0 0 -1 -1 
Use of biological controls for pests and parasites 1 2 2 2 2 0 1 1 2 2
2. Animal Nutrition

Use of home-grown protein crops -1 2 1 1 2 1 1 1
Feed mixed on site -1 1 1 2 2 -2 -1 -1 2 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 1 1 1 2 1
Raw materials sourced on 'least cost' basis -1 -1 0 -1 -1 -1 0
Use of own-grown crops in compound feed -1 0 0 0 2 1 1
All feed purchased from compounder 1 -1 1 -1 2 1 0 1 1 1 -1 
Use of higher quality feeds for better efficiency 1 1 -1 1 1 1 1
Use of permitted co-products -1 1 1 1 3 2 -1 1 3 3 2 0 0 0 2 1 0 1 1 1 -1 
Use of phase feeding -1 3 1 1 1 1 3 1 1 1 1
Use of low crude protein diets 2 2 1 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 1
Use of enzymes, digestive enhancers and chemicals in 

feed
2 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 -1 1 1

Use of feed systems that minimise physical wastage 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 0 0
Use of drinking systems that minimise water wastage 1 1 1 3 1 1 1 2 2 1 1 0 1
Use of own local water supply -1 2 0 -1 -1 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0 1 1
Use of mains water supply 1 1 1 0 0 1
3. Nutrient Management

Reduce fertiliser use 1 1 1 1 1 0 -1 2
On-site solid manure storage in a farm midden 1 -1 1 0 0
Field storage of manure prior to spreading 1 1 -1 0 1
Frequent removal of manure from house -1 2 1 1 0 1
Use of manure on site of production as part of 'whole farm' 

approach
1 1 1 1 1 0 2 1 1

Active nutrient management planning 2 1 1 3 2 1 1 0 2 1 3
Spread manures to land in compliance with a Manure 

Management Plan
3 3 3 1 2

Time manure / slurry applications to land to maximise 

fertiliser value and minimise pollution
1 1 1 1 1 2 1

Methods of manure application to land: broadcast on land, 

no incorporation
-1 -1 -2 -1 0

Methods of manure application to land: rapid incorporation
3 1 3 1 0

Use of mechanical separation of manures and slurries -1 -2 1 1
Capture of dirty water in covered stores 1 1 1
Capture of dirty water in un-covered stores -1 -1 1
Use of covered slurry stores 3 -1 3 -1 
Integral store and cover (bag) 3 -1 3 -1 
Use of aerators for slurry systems -1 -1 1 1 1
Use of nitrification inhibitors -1 1 1 1
Use of urease inhibitors 1 1
Account taken of land/receptor/weather considerations 

regarding application practices
1 2 1 2 1 0 3

Account taken of cross-compliance, including local 

restrictions e.g. NVZ
1 2 2 3 0

Use of anaerobic digesters for manure 1 2 -1 3 2 2
4. Housing and Environmental Control

Bedding type

    Straw 2 2 1 -1 -2 1 0 1 1 2 2 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 1 3
    Shavings/sawdust 1 -1 1 2 1 2 0 0 0 1
    Woodchip 2
    Paper 2 2 2 0 0 0
    Sand

Mobile versus static housing for outdoor access systems 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 1
Use of stand-off pads 3 0 1 0 0 2
Use of lower stocking density systems -1 -1 1 -1 1 1 1 1 -1 -1 1 1 1 1
Use of existing and 'traditional' farm buildings for multiple 

uses
-1 1 1 1 1

Environment controlled to optimise temperature -2 1 0 -1 0 1 1 0 1 1 -1 3 2 1
Use of powered ventilation systems -1 1 0 -1 0 0 0 0 0 1
Use of natural ventilation systems 2 1 2 -1 -1 0 2 2 1 0 1
Ventilation requirements efficiently delivered - optimum fan 

performance
1 1 1 1 1

Use of renewable energy sources 1 1 3 1 0 0 1 0
Use of heat recovery systems 1 1 2 2 1
Use of sprinkling or misting systems 1 1 1 1 1 1 -1 1 1 1
Use of energy-efficient or natural light sources 2 2 0 0
Use of light dimmers and timers to save power 2 1 0 1 1

Use of systems that allow animal free choice -1 1 3 2 0 0
Use only of dry-clean methods for house cleaning 2 -1 2 2 -1 0 -1 
Use of recycled water for house cleaning 2 1 2 3 -1 -1 

Optimal use of chemicals during clean-out 1 0

Use only of detergents/degreasers at clean-out 2 2 3 1 2 1 1 1 1 -1 
5. Land and Soil Management

Ensure suitability of land for outdoor livestock production 1 1 3 2 1 1 1 1 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 3 1 1 1
Use of paddock rotation -1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 0 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Use of field rotation - crops/animals -1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 3 1 3 1 2 1
Outdoor area shared with other livestock 1 2 2 0
Maintain grass pastures at optimum heights, excess grass 

cut and utilised
2 1 1 1

Establish areas of vegetation on site, for conservation 

purposes
1 1 3 3 2

Construct wetlands, swales for water treatment 2 1 1 1 1

Use of multiple field entrances 1 1 1 2 0 1 1 2 -1 -1 

Use of movable drinking water troughs 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Use of cow tracks 1 1 1 1 1 1
Use of buffer strips/zones 0 -1 1 2 2 1 0 3 1 3 2 1 2 1
6. Enterprise Type

Small unit size - below IPPC threshold 1 0 -1 1 -1 -1 0 1 1 1 1 -1 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 -1 0 1
Large unit size - above IPPC threshold -1 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 -1 1 0 1 1 0 -1 1 1 1 1 -1 2 1 -1 -1 
Use of traditional breeds (less productive, slower growing 

etc.)
-1 -1 -1 0 0 -1 2 1 1 1 -2 0 -1 0 1 1 0 1 1

Use of carefully-bred, productive breeds 1 3 0 1 -1 0 0 -1 2 0 2 0 0 0
All stock home bred or home reared 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 3 0 0 0 0 1 1 0
Switch to all-in, all-out batch production 1 1 1 2 0 1 0 -1 -1 1 1 2 2 2 1 1 0 -1 
Reliance on artificial insemination 0 1 0 1 1 1 2 1 1 0
Extended cycle length, less frequent stock movement -1 -1 1 1 -1 1 -1 1 1 1
End weight H,M,L -1 -1 1 1 -1 1 1 1

Extended grazing of dairy cattle 2 -1 1 -1 -1 1 -1 1 -1 -1 

Increased stocking density 1 1 -1 1 1 1 -1 -1 1 -2 -1 -2 -1 -1 1 1 -1 0

Outdoor pig rearing 2 1 -1 -2 -1 1 1 1 1 1 0 2 -1 1 0 1 2 -1 1 0
Upland beef and sheep finishing 3 1 2 2 1 2 1 2 1 3

Food and Farming Resource protectionEnergy CC & Pollution Water Waste


