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	‘Farms like mine’: a big data method in peer matching for agricultural benchmarking: 
	Farms are often categorised and compared on the basis of arbitrary typologies: 
	  For example "Specialist COP" (cereals-oilseed-pulses) or "Specialist other fieldcrops " (also called "mixed-cropping", or "general-cropping"): 
	  Which categories, being aggregates, contain significant quantities of atypical enterprises: 
	  This means that comparisons are often aggregates of farms with widely divergent characteristics (scale of different enterprises): 
	  A novel method is proposed that matches farms to all farms in the comparator group (survey sample), and selects the nearest neighbours in 34 dimensions: 
	  Including almost all characteristic enterprises for English farms, as well as tenure and geographic proximity: 
	  Means and other statistics and then calculated - specifically for that small 'peer set': 
	  Which gives a much better idea of the key-performance-indicators in the peer set: 
	  Because, for example Specialist COP, would include aggregated farms with a very large range of enterprises: 
	  Thus biasing the result away from "farms like mine": 











